
 

 
Journeying Together in Faith — Gemeinsam im Glauben 

Nordkirche, Durham, Ely, Lichfield Partnership  

Exploring Pilgrimage: 25–30 November 2026 

 

Invitation 

 

The Dioceses of Durham, Ely, and Lichfield all share a link with the German Lutheran 

Nordkirche, which covers three states in North-East Germany (Hamburg, Mecklenburg and 

Schleswig-Holstein). We hope to strengthen our existing bonds with each other by working 

together more closely, building on the many wonderful traditions and deeply cherished 

friendships fostered in each of the bilateral links. It is hoped that this journey towards a broader, 

multi-lateral “partnership” will provide even richer opportunities for mutual exchange, 

learning, and revitalising encouragement in our shared Christian faith, firmly rooted in the 

Christian image of God’s people as the body of Christ, made up not simply of two but many 

members. 

Between 25 and 30 November 2026, people from all four dioceses will be gathering for a five-

day pilgrimage, seeking to allow this new mode of partnership to take root. We’ll be coming 

together for a (motorised!) pilgrimage in the steps of Cuthbert, Chad and Etheldreda, three 

Celtic saints which provide a historic connection between Durham, Ely and Lichfield. On our 

pilgrimage, there will be plenty of opportunity to: 

celebrate together and build new connections; 

reflect on the place of pilgrimage in our twenty-first-century Christian faith; 

explore what it might mean to “journey together in faith”, 

in partnership across geographical and denominational boundaries. 

 

Drawing on the well-established tradition of “Anticipating Advent” (developed by the 

Mecklenburg–Lichfield link), the pilgrimage will take place on the First Sunday of Advent, the 

perfect liturgical timing for such an exciting, hope-filled new beginning.  

  

We’d like to invite you to join us for this special journey! 

 



 

 

Curious? To find out more, join us for our Online Meeting on: 

 

Thursday, 11 June 2026, at 7pm (UK time) // 8pm (German time): 

 

https://eu01web.zoom.us/j/65965609608?pwd=CWSBbdhAIyRg1T4keRdttqGINgvzKM.1 

 

 

Alternatively, get in touch with Revd Henry Hope (Lichfield Diocese): 

revdhenry.hope@posteo.uk, for further details. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you, and to all that lies ahead as we set out on this new 

venture, journeying together in faith. 
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